OncOlOgy nursing FOrum -vOl 35, nO 6, 2008 955 Key Points . . . ➤ Oncology nurses may not always be comfortable caring for dying patients.
O ncology nurses often care for patients in all stages of disease, from diagnosis to death or survivorship. A nurse's caseload in a shift can consist of patients in varying phases of illness, presenting a challenge to nurses who must constantly adjust to the different needs of each patient and their families. The attitudes of nurses toward death and dying patients may influence the care rns are able to provide (rooda, clements, & Jordan, 1999) . As the literature suggests, implementing an educational program tailored to oncology nurses' needs may be useful in helping to foster more positive attitudes toward death and dying patients, therefore providing quality end-of-life (EOl) care. A baseline assessment of nurses' attitudes toward death and caring for dying patients was conducted prior to designing, testing, and implementing such a program. Findings: Statistically significant relationships were noted among age, nursing experience, previous experience with caring for terminally ill patients, and scores on the FATCOD and DAP-R. Nursing experience and age were the variables most likely to predict nurses' attitudes toward death and caring for dying patients.
Conclusions: RNs with more work experience tended to have more positive attitudes toward death and caring for dying patients.
Implications for Nursing: Based on the data collected in the study, less experienced oncology nurses will most likely benefit from increased education, training, and exposure to providing and coping effectively with end-of-life care.
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